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cannot be restricted to that one locale. I t begins to bleed out
and a f f e c t o t h e r a r eas of t he l aw wh ere s ome people do n ot w ant
to be bound. And they say, if you' re not going to en force
law 'A, ' d on' t e n f o r ce l a w ' B . ' So wholesale disregard of the
law results generally...

SPEAKER BROMM: T ime.

SENATOR CHAMBERS:
Mr. S p e ake r .

SPEAKER BR O MM:
c ontin ue .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th ank y ou. Me mbers of the Legislature, I d o
not ap p r e c i a t e t he fa c t t ha t a l c o ho l i s a l e ga l dr i nk . But wha t
di f f e r e nc e doe s i t mak e wha t I l i k e , d o n ' t l i k e , appr ec i a t e , or
don't appreciate. The fact is that it's legal. I have neve r
offered a bill seriously to try to repeal the authority to allow
alcoholic beverages to be so ld and consumed. B ut what I have
done is to speak strongly and at length against l aws, pr oposed
laws on t h i s f l oo r th a t wou l d i mp o s e ve r y st r i nge n t , wha t I f e l t
were draconian p unishments against young people for violating
t he l i q u o r l aw s , b ut t hey w o u l d n ot a ppl y t he s ame s t r i ngen t
punishments t o adu lts, who are to set the example. So here we
have this legal substance whi ch con tributes m ig htily t o the
commission of crimes, the breakup of families, the ruination of
careers. And the body is afraid even to t ax it as they are
atta c k . . . I won ' t sa y at t a c k i n g . . .a s t hey a r e t a x i ng c i c a r e t t e s .
We don' t ha . re a l aw aga i n st dr i v i ng unde r t he i nf l ue n ce o f
tobacco. We don 't have an aggravated offense of committing a
crime while smoking. We do have many people in ~he pen based on
antis o c i a l a nd c r i m in a l be h a v i o r in f l u e n c e d and , i n s om e ca s e s ,
caused by drinking. So the least we can do, the least we ought
to do, is tax it as we do the other. A nd by the other, I mean
t obacco . I f we a r e not go i ng t o do i t he r e , I ' m go i ng t o t r y t o
stop us fr om doing it over there. And what difference does it
make? Makes me no difference at all. I 'm pushi ng fo r some
equity. What in the world does smoking tobacco have to do with
the Bob Dev aney Sp orts Cen ters, or that assist ance to
municipalities, or any o f th ose other items, besides research

. in t h e l a w be i ng r epe a l e d . Th~nk y ou ,

Your l i g h t i s n e x t , Sena t o r Cha m bers. J us t
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